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Our Vision for Renewal
Our goals are to incorporate environmental sustainability and the history of the Rivercana area into the streetscape
design. This will help to build a safer, better-connected community and to meet developmental goals without harm
or displacement of current stakeholders.
Tree-lined streets
Bioretention planters
Litter receptacles
Scored sidewalks with
crosswalk access
● Moveable planters
●
●
●
●

Background: The area where River Street and
Americana intersect, which we have dubbed
“Rivercana”, is a mixed-use district, once Boise’s
historic Black neighborhood and currently home to
the city’s largest concentration of homeless people.
Figure 9. Jensen Belts Associates (2019)

Figure 1. Idaho State Historical Society

● Protected bike lanes
● Bicycle racks
● Signage to areas of
interest
● Historic lighting with
flags showing archival
photos

Figure 2. Idaho State Historical Society

Renewal: As Boise prepares to undertake an urban
revitalization project in this district we propose a
careful process with emphasis on the historical and
environmental significance of the area.

Figure 10. In Shappo We Trust (2013)

Figure 11. Uribe, Abel/Chicago Tribune (2014)

Urban Amenities: How do they relate to
streetscapes? Urban amenities are an
important factor that help our cities to be
successful. Urban amenities include
sidewalks, landscaping, parking, street
corners,etc. When planning for place to be
part of a streetscape, amenities can be a
challenge because one must know and
understand the needs of an area.

Figure 12. Sayles, Brett (2019)

● Seating areas
● Urban brick at the Post
Office and Spa Street
● Art on Spa St. similar
to Basque Block
● Murals, public art

What’s Working
Use of Vegetation
This vegetation located on 13th and River,
serves as both a visually appealing and
environmentally friendly streetscape
feature.

What is a streetscape? Streetscapes are
defined as a part of the street right-of-way
that is the space between a face of a
building and curb. Elements that are
included in a streetscape are;
● Sidewalk surface (concrete, brick, and
pavers)
● Landscaping (movable planters and
vegetation)
● Street lighting
● Situational furnishing

Figure 13. The Basque Museum (2017)

Figure 14. CCDC Boise (2007)

Figure 3. Bailey, John (2020)

Figure 20. Rehan, R. (2013)

Spa Track Special Project

Welcoming Sidewalks
Offering separation between pedestrians
and traffic, streetscapes on 13th and 14th
are great for foot traffic.
Figure 4. Ross, Brooke (2020)

Crosswalks

A Synthesis of Culture and Community: Once home to the Riverside Park, gazebo and dance hall, Rivercana could
again become a center of this community. Spa Track would redesign Spa St. as a festival street and allow for creation
of a year-round storefront for the Boise Farmer’s Market, developing the vacant, Northern lot as Spa Track Park.

Certain areas of the district offer
large and pedestrian friendly
crosswalks.
Figure 5. Pizarro, James (2020)

What’s Not Working
Open Space
The amount of open space in Rivercana is
environmentally unfriendly. This diverts
pollution into the Boise River, creates a
heat island effect, low carbon
sequestration, and lack of urban wildlife.
Figure 6. Pizarro, James (2020)

Inconsistent Streetscapes
The patterns of streetscape design are
inconsistent throughout Rivercana, many
also lack the greenery needed to appear
welcoming

● Cultural hub
○ Art, music and food truck rallies
● Ends food desert
○ Residents can walk to local market
● Recognizes history of the district
○ Gazebo, train car with mural or similar
art installations and train-related design
built into Spa Street itself
● Offers further green spaces
○ Helps with heat, wastewater and habitat
● Opens area for responsible development

Union Pacific Railroad: The railroad has
always played an important part in the
past and present of the Rivercana
district. Having been built in 1893, the
railroad and accompanying depot
isolated the River district from the rest of
downtown Boise. Warehouses and
industrial facilities reduced the value of
the district, reducing the development
and interest in the area for residences
and commercial businesses.

Figure 15. Moore, Amanda (2020)

Figure 17

Figure 7. Pizarro, James (2020)

Unsafe Pedestrian Passage
Figure 21. Idaho Historical Society (Circa 1900)

Some pedestrian crossings are without
clear indications of crosswalks or sidewalk,
where children, elderly, and handicapped
are especially vulnerable.
Figure 8. Pizarro, James (2020)

Figure 16. Juxtapoz Magazine (2012)

Figure 17. Burgess, Scottie (2016)

Figure 18. CCDC Boise (2020)

Figure 19. Idaho State Historical Society (1902)

